How to Engage Linguistics Olympiad?

Eric Wu
Taipei Fuhsing Private School
2023/04/27

Since childhood, | have been fond of puzzles and could engage in them for
several hours. As | grew up, my passion for solving mysteries gradually

transformed into a keen interest in linguistics.

It all began when | stumbled upon the Taiwan Olympiad in Linguistics (TOL)
while browsing online. The first question of the 2016 TOL caught my
attention, and | found it easy and enjoyable to solve. However, | soon
realized that many challenging questions required more skill and

knowledge to compete at a higher level.

As | did not know any linguistics experts, | had to seek other ways to gain
knowledge and prepare for the TOL. First, | practiced with past-year
problems and attempted to solve them independently. This approach

helped me to get familiar with the types of questions that might appear in



the competition. In addition, | paid close attention to the language origin
mentioned in each TOL question. Whenever | encountered difficulties, |
researched the language online to get a better understanding, which
helped me identify more clues and make connections that | had not noticed
before. This strategy helped me improve my problem-solving skills, and |

managed to solve more questions as | prepared for the competition.

Apart from online research, | also found helpful resources on YouTube by
searching for "linguistic olympiad problems." One of the most helpful
aspects of the YouTube videos was that they provided step-by-step
explanations of solving linguistic problems. The instructors in the videos
broke down the issues into manageable parts and demonstrated various
techniques for approaching different questions. | particularly appreciated
the emphasis on identifying patterns, as this helped me make connections

between other parts of the problem and develop more effective solutions.

Moreover, the YouTube videos taught me about different languages and
their unique characteristics. Some of the videos featured problems that

involved languages | had never heard of before, and it was fascinating to



learn about their grammatical structures, phonetics, and semantic features.
The videos also provided insights into different languages' historical and
cultural contexts, which helped me understand their evolution and how
they are related. Overall, the resources | found on YouTube were an
invaluable part of my preparation for the TOL. | learned how to
systematically break down complex problems, identify patterns, and

approach questions.

If you are a beginner in linguistics and interested in linguistic competitions
like the TOL, starting with past-year problems can help familiarize you with
the questions in the competition. Additionally, you can research languages
online, pay attention to their origins, and identify their unique
characteristics, just like | did. There are also many helpful resources on
YouTube, where you can find tutorials and explanations from experts in the
field. These videos can teach valuable problem-solving skills, provide
insight into different languages and their features, and show you how to
approach further questions. The more you practice and prepare, the more
confident you will become in your abilities, which will help you compete at

a higher level.



